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approval of one who knows so much on the subject. Indeed, Captain H------says that he would
try the same plan himself, were it not that he is cramped by orders from headquarters. I fancy they are somewhat like the Medes and Persians, fond of 'the law which altereth not.'
I am rather glad, however, that the cacao-plants are no longer in possession of our verandahs. The plantation being quite a quarter of a mile from the house, it has been found more convenient to arrange a nursery for the young seedlings close by; the baskets are placed together, and covered over with banana leaves, till the young shoots are well above ground. You cannot imagine how much this plan adds to our comfort: the verandah looks so spacious, and gives such a sense of air and coolness now that it is unencumbered; while there is the satisfaction of knowing that the plants in no way suffer by their removal. I think, indeed, all our things are doing well. A great many new bread-fruit and coconut trees have been planted lately; the bread-fruit came from Vailele plantation, and are six or seven feet high. All the leaves were taken off before they were moved, and they are wrapped in a sort of petticoat of plaited banana leaves, which has a most comical effect; but they will not long -need artificial clothing, as already I see little green buds appearing all over them. Since I came in May we have had two crops of Indian corn,